March 3, 2009

Dear Editor:

The American Journal of Public Health published a January 2009 paper in which Anne Landman and Stanton A. Glantz continue to perpetrate the fallacy that Big Tobacco is claiming that smoking bans economically harm the hospitality industry.  In reality, the hospitality industry is complaining that the bans are harming them.

A 1997 LA Times article titled “Effect of Smoking Bans Studied” reported on a previous AJPH paper authored by Lisa Smith and Stanton Glantz
 (bold added):

Glantz was on a backpacking trip and unavailable for comment. But his co-author Smith said that their study had been peer-reviewed, as had the earlier one. She stressed that “it’s based on sales tax figures–the best known source of objective information on the effects of smoking restrictions on restaurant revenues.” 

You do not need to be a professional economist to know that there are better economic indicators than sales taxes.  Anyone who owns a business knows that when a business starts to lose money, the first thing the owner does, before layoffs, is to raise prices which raises sales taxes.  I examined the situation in Ohio and found that since the beginning of the January 1, 2007, smoking ban, Ohio's liquor permit holders have lost vast amounts of money and jobs.  The first year, 313 "drinking places" closed and liquor permit holders lost $67.44 million in potential sales. 

One merely needs to read a newspaper or look online to see all the exemptions now being created for smoking bans for hospitality industry businesses in states with current total bans (Illinois, Colorado, Iowa) and new state-wide smoking bans exempting some or all hospitality industry businesses.  The states with current bans are seeing the damage smoking bans have done to the businesses in their states.  The states with new bans are wisely creating exemptions up front.

The funding bias is glaringly obvious, as Glantz' university has received tens of millions of tobacco control dollars from just one foundation.   http://opponentsofohiobans.com/Documents/paper2Editedendnote.doc.
I am happy to provide not only links to documents provided by state agencies but also Ohio newspaper articles which prove that more Ohioans are drinking more liquor than ever before – and they’re doing it at home. Thorough, detailed documentation can be found here: http://opponentsofohiobans.com/Documents/paper2Editedendnote.doc.

Sincerely,

Pam Parker

Retired after 28 years, Division of Safety & Hygiene, State of Ohio

Buckeye Liquor Permit Holders Association, thebarbiz.com 
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