Original Message ----- 

From: Audrey (NYC C.L.A.S.H.) 

To: banderson@asm.state.nv.us ; rsegerblom@lvcoxmail.com ; mdonderoloop@asm.state.nv.us ; whorne@asm.state.nv.us ; rkihuen@asm.state.nv.us ; mmanendo@asm.state.nv.us ; hmortenson@asm.state.nv.us ; johrenschall@asm.state.nv.us ; bparnell@asm.state.nv.us ; jcarpenter@asm.state.nv.us ; tcobb@asm.state.nv.us ; dgustavson@asm.state.nv.us ; jhambrick@asm.state.nv.us ; rmcarthur@asm.state.nv.us 

Sent: Friday, May 15, 2009 6:34 AM

Subject: Support Senate Bill 372 (to revise Clean Indoor Air Act)

Dear Member of the Assembly,

 

While I do not reside in Nevada I am the founder of a smokers' rights organization that is nationally active.  We also remind lawmakers that your actions are not completed in isolation.  What you do there is infectious on a national level.  Who knows better than a New Yorker who watched her mayor's smoking ban hailed as the new trend and pointed to by all venues who immediately sought to ban smoking next.

 

I approach you today to encourage you to support the measure to roll back the smoking ban in your state.  While there are a number of arguments in favor of such an act I will concentrate on one only:  The concern for overturning a vote by the people.

 

Normally that kind of democracy is an effective tool.  However, this is not a "normal" issue.  This kind of democracy is two wolves and a lamb deciding what to have for dinner.  When 75% of the population does not smoke and only (though "only" is still a large minority) 25% do what other vote outcome can be expected??  Would anyone accept today a vote taken in the 1950s that asked the people to decide whether desegregation should be implemented?  You know how that vote would have gone at that time.  Would that have been considered a fair vote even though democratically decided?

 

That is why we have a representative republic.  The people vote for representatives such as yourself, not only because they feel you will represent their views, but also because of their faith that you will be smarter than the rest and adhere to our nation's principles during your time in office.  Some things might be "popular" but that doesn't make it right.  Just as in the 1950s and earlier it would be "popular" to keep blacks out of white places (and please don't forget "health" was used as one reason).  But we know that wasn't right.

 

To summarize and to help ease any burden you might be feeling to uphold the vote of the people:

 

Freedom is not a matter of popularity.  The true measure of our society is how we protect the freedoms of the minority.
 

Thank you for your time.

 

Sincerely,

Audrey S.
Founder, NYC C.L.A.S.H. (Citizens Lobbying Against Smoker Harassment)
P.O. Box 1036
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(917) 888-9317
www.nycclash.com
 

 

Disclaimer:  NYC C.L.A.S.H. is a fully grassroots organization.  It has no ties to the tobacco industry in any form.

