Congressional Hearing Request
WE THE PEOPLE request that Congressional Hearings be conducted to expose the truth about smoking bans being imposed throughout the United States.  We desire to once again be a free nation whose health is not controlled by special interest groups.  The corruption behind these bans is widespread.  We have the right as citizens to ask that Congress conduct an investigation, utilizing neutral experts who have no connection to the American Cancer Society, American Heart Association, American Lung Association, World Health Organization, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation or any other organization or pharmaceutical company who has profited from these smoking bans.  This petition has been signed by U.S. citizens who are of legal age to vote.  This petition is not limited to one state.  It is a national petition, as this plague has affected each state of these United States.
Smoking bans across the U.S. are legislated or voted in based on lies and pure greed for financial gain and/or power.  We ask that the following areas be investigated:
1. Smoking bans are based on “selected” and “cherry picked” studies.  Studies that show no causal relationship are either ignored, discredited or the author(s) discredited (sometimes to the point of professional ruination)

2. Ex-Surgeon General Carmona’s 2006 Report  
3. The money behind the bans – the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
4. Those who profit
5. Who are the 53,000?

6. Why are total bans the law when we have OSHA whose job it is to protect all workers?
7. Global corruption (Congress must investigate the U.S. involvement)
8. Why are there no lifetime limits placed on donations from foundations?  

Studies

Smoking bans are based on selected and cherry picked data, and the term “data” is used loosely.  What is most alarming is that many of these deemed “credible” meta analyses are based on lifetime recalls of instances around cigarette smoke.  This is not “science”.   Telephone interviews conducted with individuals in the 60-70 year old age groups are asked their lifetime experience around smoke.  Recall, if you will, what you ate for dinner last Tuesday.  And, in instances where the 70 year old was deceased, the relatives were asked to recall the deceased person’s experience with cigarette smoke.  Where is the integrity of these authors?  This is fraud in the name of “science” and we demand an investigation.  Where is our government who is supposed to protect us from these charlatans?  Why was this allowed to be disguised as “science”?  Why were the studies that showed no causal relationship discounted and discredited?  http://cleanairquality.blogspot.com/2004/04/american-cancer-society-test-results.html The American Cancer Society’s own test results prove there is no danger to SHS.  Here is a St. Louis Park, MN study on indoor air quality.  http://cleanairquality.blogspot.com/2006/02/air-quality-testing-and-secondhand.html   We demand an investigation.
Ex Surgeon General Carmona’s 2006 Report
The most egregious of ANY reports and therefore, most quoted, is the Ex-Surgeon General Carmona and his 2006 Surgeon General Report.  This country has a right to an investigation into Carmona’s report and his opening remarks to the press.  In Ohio, the Ex-Surgeon General’s Report was the sole basis for Issue 5, Ohio’s Worker Protection Act.  The Explanation and Argument in Support of Issue 5 listed 5 bullet items from the SG’s report. 
· Secondhand smoke causes cancer, heart disease, and lung disease in nonsmokers. 

· There is no safe level of exposure. 

· The only way to protect health is to eliminate smoking inside public places. 

· Separate smoking sections do not protect health.

· Smoke-free policies do not harm business. 

http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/ElectionsVoter/results2006.aspx?Section=1869    Ohio’s citizens were intentionally misled as to why they should vote for Issue 5.  

Ex-Surgeon General Carmona claimed, among other things that “there is no safe level of exposure” and “smoke-free policies do not harm businesses”.  
No safe level of exposure:  It does not take a rocket scientist to know the statement “there is no safe level of exposure” to be a blatant lie.  Walking into a room filled with smoke automatically starts a death process?  We would all be dropping dead with no one left if there is no safe level.  This statement is inexcusable and criminal.  Why was he permitted to make this claim?   
Smoke-free policies do not harm businesses: this statement was made to intentionally mislead those who impose smoking bans.  In looking into the economic impact of the smoking ban in Ohio, it is obvious that the public was misled.  Anheuser Busch sales to bars & restaurants in Columbus, Dayton, Cincinnati and Toledo are down 7.8% since the ban.  Draft beer is down 8.1% while sales to drive-thrus and carryouts are UP 1.7%.  This is a huge impact not only on the distributors at the wholesale end, but bars on the retail level.  These figures do not include other distributors, import beer, or spirituous sales (which are not yet available for the last half of 2007).   http://opponentsofohiobans.com/Documents/2006%20vs_%202007%20beer%20sales.eml   Unemployment rates, unlike sales and use tax, have been posted for all of 2007.  Unemployment rates jumped.  Prior to the ban, hospitality and leisure jobs increased (from Feb. 2005 – Feb. 2006) by 4,400 jobs.  http://jfs.ohio.gov/releases/unemp/200602/UnempPressRelease.htm However those jobs plummeted sharply after the smoking ban.  http://jfs.ohio.gov/releases/unemp/200712/UnempPressRelease.asp. (which states “over the past 12 months hospitality & leisure jobs declined by 2,800).    Bars are closing at an alarming rate in Ohio - as a direct result of the smoking ban.  This list is only a partial list compiled as a result of returned mailings to a handful of major cities. http://opponentsofohiobans.com/damage.aspx    
These are real death figures.  They’re facts that cannot be disputed and are real numbers that can be documented, not 53,000 supposed deaths that cannot be proved.   Tell the owner of THIS bar that smoking bans don’t hurt business.  
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This bar is one of hundreds that closed in Ohio since May, 2007.  Many, many more have closed nationwide.  How can we allow this to happen?  How can our government allow this to happen?  Where is the protection afforded business owners and private property owners?  There has not been one documented death due to secondhand smoke.  So how can we allow the death of businesses and families, either through bankruptcy or job loss, to plague our nation?
 In Ohio, Issue 5 was bought and paid for by SmokefreeOhio.  The names listed on the Explanation and Argument in Support of Issue 5 list Donald McClure, Susan Jagers & Tracy Sabetta as SmokefreeOhio.  These people are the American Cancer Society of Dublin, Ohio.  If sales to drive-thrus and carryouts have INCREASED, didn’t the American Cancer Society put more drinkers and smokers at home with the family rather than in adult establishments?  If SHS is as dangerous as they would have you believe, didn’t they endanger families?  Ohio is just one of many states who have had smoking bans imposed, driven by deception of its citizens or elected officials.  An official complaint was filed by Forces International to the Health and Human Services, Office of Research Integrity on the Surgeon General 2006 Report.  After several months, the complaint was returned to Forces stating it was not the ORI’s jurisdiction.  That seems to be a pat answer when a hot potato is hurled into one’s lap.  Since this branch of our government has no jurisdiction to address the complaint, we are including it as part of our request for a Congressional Hearing, as we too feel an investigation is warranted.  http://www.forces.org/static_page/ori/ori_complaint.pdf   In fact, the Heartland Institute does an excellent job explaining the JUNK Surgeon General’s Report.  It is explained in a way that a non-science person can understand. http://www.heartland.org/Article.cfm?artId=22150
The Money Behind the Bans – The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF)

This is perhaps the most corrupt and disturbing part of what’s happening to this country - the pharmaceutical interests.  The biggest offender is the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  The RWJF implemented SmokeLess States: National Tobacco Policy Initiative. http://www.rwjf.org/files/publications/books/2005/chapter_02.pdf   The RWJF paid $99 million in grants since 1992 to have smoking bans put in place.  They called it “tobacco control policy” but it’s smoking bans by any other name.  When groups dwelled too long on education and didn’t move on to tobacco control policy, their funding was cut off.  The program relied heavily on three organizations to act as their minions: the American Cancer Society; the American Heart Association and the American Lung Association. They provided financial support and, in particular, funds to help lobbying efforts which the RWJF could not support directly.   The RWJF was very careful to train these groups so they did not use RWJF funds to lobby.  But really, when you get grants this large, isn’t it really a matter of semantics?   Not that we feel we’ll get a fair investigation into the RWJF.  The RWJF has an additional $78 million in grants that are still active.  They’re so blatant and so smug that they even call these “Planning for the RWJF Tobacco Policy Control program” listing West Virginia, Atlanta, Alabama, Indiana, New Orleans, South Carolina, Texas, the Navajo Nation, North Carolina, Northern Kentucky to name a few at $50,000 each.  THEIR Tobacco Policy Control program.  They’ve also approved $1.5 million to provide assistance to states and $3,098,765 for State Health Leadership Initiative.  How is a non-profit organization allowed to contribute to government?  This is a direct violation of their charitable tax exempt status.  http://www.rwjf.org/programareas/grantlist.jsp?pid=1141  In six states alone, the RWJF paid almost $8.7 million for smoking bans.  

	$1,179,496
	Arkansas

	$1,448,505
	Delaware

	$992,060
	Maine

	$1,057,959
	Montana

	$1,600,000
	New Hampshire

	$2,400,000
	Wisconsin

	$8,678,020
	Total


A list of benefactors are listed here: http://www.rwjf.org/reports/npreports/smokeless.htm#int_proj_list
The RWJF is governing this country, NOT OUR GOVERNMENT.  THEY are making the policies for the U.S. citizens, not WE THE PEOPLE, nor our government.  The RWJF needs to be thoroughly investigated.  We will accept nothing less.
Those Who Profit

Why would the RWJF spend so much money to have smoking bans implemented?  Just ask who benefits from smoking bans?  Certainly not those who are losing their businesses.  The manufacturers of nicotine replacement therapy products are the sole financial beneficiaries.  The RWJF is Johnson & Johnson, the maker of Nicorette, Nicoderm and Nicoderm CQ.  Johnson & Johnson bought the Pfizer over the counter division in December, 2006 for $16.6 billion.  It was pricey but Johnson & Johnson itself said it expects the acquisition costs to turn into gains per-share earnings by 2009.  And why buy Pfizer?  Because they are the makers or Nicorette, Nicoderm and Nicoderm CQ.  You bet their stock will turn into gains per-share when you have smoking bans imposed throughout the U.S.  This is criminal, pure and simple.  The RWJF, with the paid assistance of the ACS, AHA, ALA, ensured smoking bans not only throughout the U.S., but in other countries and bought the company who makes the nicotine replacement therapies?  This isn’t insider trading…it’s worse!  .http://the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2006/Jun/27/bz/FP606270321.html As if this isn’t criminal enough, they’re so smug that they listed the American Cancer Society as receiving a grant for $936,168 to “expand the use of evidence-based tobacco-cessation treatments” http://www.rwjf.org/programareas/resources/product.jsp?id=20291&pid=1141&catid=17 and $213,329 to the Academy for Educational Development to run the consumer demand roundtables.  Again, it stands repeating: The RWJF paid for smoking bans (created the market), bought the nicotine replacement therapy company (owns the drugs), paid the ACS to promote (market) their products and is profiting from the smoking bans.  Bar and restaurant owners are losing their businesses but the RWJF, ACS, AHA, ALA and WHO are profiting while WE THE PEOPLE are losing our businesses and homes.  We DEMAND A CONGRESSIONAL HEARING.
WHO ARE THE 53,000?

If, as claimed by these profiting organizations and companies, there are 53,000 deaths annually due to SHS, who are they?  When one of the organizations claiming a portion of this figure was asked how they arrived at their number, they stated “Epidemiologists use multivariate analysis to estimate the influence of one independent on the dependent variable while controlling for the impact of the other independent variable.  It is just that – an estimate.”  It IS true that not one single death has been attributed to SHS.  These figures are estimates.  WE THE PEOPLE are losing businesses, homes, and at least three of our Constitutional Rights for estimates?   Make these organizations give us the names of the 53,000 as proof or they can drop their claims!
WHY ARE TOTAL BANS THE LAW WHEN WE HAVE OSHA, WHOSE JOB IT IS TO PROTECT ALL WORKERS?

OSHA is the governing federal agency over ALL workers.  They have standards for all occupations and standards for every potential risk, including indoor air quality.  Why, other than for the profit of the RWJF, are businesses not made to comply with the indoor air quality standards?  If all other standards are to be adhered to, wouldn’t it be logical to let businesses decide whether or not to be smoke-free and make ALL businesses comply with ALL OSHA standards?  Why is air singled out and total bans substituted?

GLOBAL CORRUPTION

The World Health Organization has seen the wisdom of getting their piece of the pie with smoking bans.  Do you have any idea how many countries are mad as hell at the U.S. for starting these smoking bans with which they now have to live?  Forget occupying foreign countries…how about our POLICIES impacting theirs?  The WHO, along with the ACS, ASH, CDC, ALA, AHA all have an agenda to become an all-powerful conglomerate, world health ruling empire.  It’s their reward for helping the RWJF.  They have alcohol, fitness and obesity in their sites and if we don’t stop them now, they will not only rule this country, but will rule the world.  This isn’t melodrama.  It’s factual and they must be stopped now or they will be dictating what our children can eat, how much exercise they MUST get daily, etc.  The same “junk science” will be utilized, following the tobacco control guidelines (just plug in “obesity” or “alcohol”) and we’ll be banned from alcohol, chocolate, sugar and anything else deemed unworthy of this global group.  http://www.who.int/about/en  
LEGISLATION FOR LIFETIME LIMITS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS OR GRANTS AWARDED BY FOUNDATIONS – WHY ARE THERE NO LIMITS?

It has become too apparent that we no longer govern our own country.  Our elected officials do not govern our country.  The special interest groups with their limitless money, such as the pharmaceutical companies, rule this country.  If we do not take steps now to put LIFETIME LIMITS on these special interest groups and their “philanthropic foundations”, we will wake up one day to a country our forefathers would be ashamed to admit was once theirs.
SUMMARY
Because U.S. smoking bans are based on “junk” meta analyses, driven by corrupt organizations and foundations for pure profit (financially and/or for power), we demand an investigation.  WE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE are losing at least 4 of our Constitutional Rights, all for the greed of the already wealthy.  Private property shall not be taken for public use, and yet you deem our properties as public to make these laws.  WE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE are losing our businesses, our homes, are driven to bankruptcy and we deserve an investigation…a Congressional Hearing.  It’s already out of control.  This issue is tearing this country apart.  The lies about SHS are creating the real death statistics:  people who step outside their place of employment to smoke are being beaten and killed.  Over 100 businesses in major cities have died in Ohio since the smoking ban.  Hawaii bar owners are losing their businesses as are Colorado and other states’ hospitality industry establishments.  Illinois elderly who live in retirement homes are being forced outside on walkers in horrible weather conditions to smoke.  This isn’t about health or elderly wouldn’t be forced into Chicago weather!  These are the real dangers and the real statistics.  The ONLY people making money off smoking bans are the pharmaceutical companies who paid to have bans imposed.  Businesses are dying.  Why are special interest groups and foundations allowed to run our country?  This has to stop.  Who is going to give back the businesses to the people who have lost them?  How will they get their homes back?  Please stop this before it’s too late.  
WE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE are tired of being pushed around.  We want our Constitution back.  Our government has gone too far in its scope of duties.  
“A wise and frugal government, which shall leave men free to regulate their own pursuits of industry and improvement, and shall not take from the mouth of labor and bread it has earned -- this is the sum of good government.” - Thomas Jefferson
Listen to some of the business owners in Ohio who desperately wanted someone, ANYONE, to hear their pleas: (taken by M. Link) http://vids.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=vids.individual&videoid=19759796 
This petition by The American People, For the American People was initiated by:
Opponents of Ohio Bans
P.O. Box 402

Grove City, OH 43123

www.opponentsofohiobans.com 
OoOB is comprised of Ohio citizens and business owners who oppose all bans. Bans infringe on individual freedoms & choices and strip business owners of property rights, guaranteed under the Constitution. Bans (like Ohio's smoking ban) are based on lies perpetrated by those who stand to profit financially, at the cost of our freedom. Nothing should be banned totally. We believe the American People can make intelligent choices without interference in their lives and businesses. We came together because we all believe Americans/Ohioans should have choices. We're tired of being told what we can and cannot do by those who have lost sight of the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the Declaration of Independence. If THEY won't fight for us, then WE must! 

Yes, we’re non profit.  Any costs associated with printing, supplies, etc. are absorbed by the individuals who work tirelessly to oppose all bans.
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