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Judiciary Committee members,
     I am writing in support of SB372 which is before the Judiciary Committee.  The proposal would amend the smoking ban to make it more sensible and realistic and save Nevada's hospitality sector from needless economic harm.  Hospitality interests can be believed when they state that the ban has caused business loss.  There are economic losses from smoking bans in other states as well.  After researching smoking ban effects, I discovered that the negative economic consequences of smoking bans are greater than commonly believed.  The state of Ohio, which has a voter-approved ban is a great example.  The state's hospitality sector has been damaged by the blanket ban there.  http://opponentsofohiobans.com/losses.aspx
 

     Even foreign countries like Britain have faced major hospitality losses too since smoking ban implementation.  http://www.thepublican.com/story.asp?sectioncode=7&storycode=61706
 

     SB372 makes sense also because it allows adults the decision on whether to enter smoking establishments or not, thus preserving personal liberties.  Interestingly, the states of GA, TN, and AR all have exemptions for adult-only bars, clubs, AND restaurants in their bans.  The bars can serve food too.  I live in GA (but have been a frequent visitor to Las Vegas) and can say that in GA I do not hear hospitality owners complaining because they still have a choice on whether or not to cater to a smoking clientele.  

     On a final note--I am a nonsmoker but I have a number of smoking friends who have NOT been back to Nevada since voters passed the 2006 ban.  They would return IF SB372 is approved.

 

Thanks,

Jeremy R., Ph.D.




