-----Original Message-----
From: Sara Voelker [mailto:voelker8@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 08, 2008 4:39 PM
Subject: Reply to Proposed Smoking Ban in NORTHERN KENTUCKY

Dear Friends, fellow elected officials, and business owners,
 

In the text below I have conveyed what is my official response to the issue of a proposed smoking ban in Northern Kentucky.  This is a reply to one email in particular but I believe it is a response that can be considered for all of the emails I have received both for and against the proposed ban. It is particularly important to me that as many citizens/ business owners are aware and educated on this topic and its potential ramifications.  Thanks.

 

This is my response to your email iterated with the utmost respect for our family and this very controversial issue at hand.  Perhaps this is why this email is so much longer than any I’ve ever written.  I am also taking this opportunity to respond to questions and concerns, both pro and against the smoking ban that have been proposed. 

 

I do not support the smoking ban for a myriad of reasons.  I am well aware of the risks of smoking as it leads to cancer and other illnesses.  I do not think that the effects of smoking are in any way good for anyone.  
 

You are right.  Smoking and its effects have touched my touched my life in many ways.  I will speak of two.  My grandmother died in January of lung cancer.  She was a life-long smoker.  She smoked more cigarettes at any one time than I have ever witnessed.  I loved and still love my grandmother.  
 

I personally do not enjoy eating and inhaling smoke concurrently.   Therefore I choose not to eat in restaurants where smoking is prevalent.  I do not want my children around smoke and that is a reason I chose not to visit my grandmother (who died from lung cancer) in a place where she would be smoking (this greatly limited the amount of time I spent with her) --I did this using my own judgment and choice.  I refuse to impose my choice, my likes, dislikes on anyone.  This is how I live my life and how I choose to govern in my position as Kenton County Commissioner. 
  
My sister-in-law, Kerrie is living with cancer and so being a cancer survivor I asked her thoughts on the proposed smoking ban.  I did ask for her permission before I used her name and relayed some of her thoughts.  Kerrie detests smoke and it can make her physically sick but she respects the right of businesses to be smoking or non-smoking.  Therefore, she chooses not spend a lot of time (if any) in places where smoke is prevalent.  
 

Kerrie’s decision is motivated by many significant life factors.  Kerrie is living with cancer and most likely will be living with it for the duration of her life.  As you know she is 32, a wife and mother of a beautiful little boy.  She along with other members of my family (which I am privileged to be a part of through marriage and that share my direct bloodline) oppose the smoking ban.  
 

I am speaking for myself but including the thoughts of family, friends, and others I have talked with who do not support a smoking ban.
 

· Our government imposing a smoking ban on our citizens would be taking away a personal freedom.  This personal freedom may not be a personal freedom that a certain individual may like or enjoy --in fact; they may despise smoking for whatever reason.  The strongest point I would like to get across to everyone is that if the government has the power to take this privilege away then the government will have the power to take any privilege away --even one that you may hold dear. 
 

· There are many businesses that have already become non-smoking establishments.  I believe that it should be up to the business owner to have this sort of jurisdiction over their business.  People who do not want to be around smoke still have the option of patronizing that business or choosing another. 
 

· Employees too have the choice to decide where they work.  If the unemployment rate greatly increased then this proposed ban might be worth considering given related evidence that smoking was contributing to an increase in unemployment. 
 

         Managing this law and its offenders is another big issue to tackle.  It has proven to be quite a problem for some areas of Ohio and they are reconsidering their smoking ban.  The difficulties in monitoring this ordinance could lead to infighting amongst citizens and put another burden on the business owner.  Smoking bans can move boisterous and potentially unsafe gatherings onto sidewalks and streets.  This can annoy and in some cases endanger area residents.
 

         Who would be the “smoking police?”  Enforcing a smoking ban would divert our crucial law enforcement personnel from other, more critical situations bringing a great risk to our community’s safety.  The enforcement of this proposed ban would be cumbersome and unavoidably subjective leaving room for dishonesty, discrimination, and increased provocation for all involved parties.
 

· Already those proposing this ban are also proposing multiple exceptions to the rule.  To have an ordinance with so many exceptions begs the question --why even enact this law if so many groups/people would be exempt? 
 

· Many people agree that they don't want government interfering in our lives and at the same time they support a smoking ban.  This is not a cafeteria-plan government --either you are okay with government regulating behavior or you're not.  Wanting government to regulate a behavior only when it is convenient and liked by some individuals is a sure way to have government involved in every aspect of our lives. 
 

· We already have a structure in place for the issue of smoking: 
 

         If you don't want to be around smoke don't utilize an establishment where smoking is permitted.
         If enough people don't want smoking in restaurants or clubs then as a direct result that establishment would likely become smoke-free in order to keep that patronage. 
         If a business owner believes that a non-smoking environment would be better for their customers and staff then they should have the fortitude to go smoke-free.
 

I enjoy waking up in the United States of America --particularly Northern Kentucky , and being able to walk out my door and decide what I am going to do that day.  There are places in this world that do not have such luxurious opportunities as we do in America .  In these areas, government, or a controlling entity have power over a person’s every move.  A fair and honorable government does not have the power to prohibit the use of a legal substance.  An informed citizen's wellbeing is his or her own responsibility.
  

Respectfully and Sincerely,

 

Sara Reeder Voelker 

Kenton County Commissioner
