From: Pam P [mailto:transamgranny@] 
Sent: Thursday, May 07, 2009 9:36 AM
To: 'senate@lcb.state.nv.us'
Subject: Revisions to smoking ban - IMPORTANT!!

In Ohio, we've had legislation introduced to modify the Revised Code to allow exemptions for private clubs and family owned businesses with liquor permits.  Americans for Non-Smokers Rights has recently attacked your fine state because you've wisely listened to your constituents who own bars in your state.

Just remember, it is Americans for Non-Smokers Rights' JOB to hassle you.  They've gotten obscene amounts of money from the non-profit foundation of the pharmaceutical company who makes the ONLY over-the-counter NRT products.  They've received vast amounts of money from the MSA.  

Signs work.  Patrons can decide which businesses to patronize and employees can decide in which environment they wish to work.  Allowing smoking in bars does not mean forced smoking.  If a bar has managed to capture the few anti-smokers who want everything their way, then that bar is making money and will stay smoke-free.

In Ohio, our newspapers are reporting: More Ohioans are drinking more booze than ever before, and they're doing it at home.  Our ban is 2 years old.  Our devastating losses are the last 2 years.   Two years ago, these groups threatened our legislature NOT to create their own ban because they wanted the voters to decide.  They wrote ballot language to exempt family owned businesses and private clubs, sold the issue as having no harm to our businesses, hired Arno Political Consultants (under investigation in many states) to gather signatures, and after the vote the exemptions were removed and we lost millions.  In fact, the first year, liquor permit holders lost 67.44 million dollars in potential liquor sales (not including beer-Ohio is a huge beer consuming state).

We bar owners are fighting the same special interest groups and lobbyists in Ohio.  Many of these groups aren't even IN Ohio.  This is not how government should be run.  The people who own these businesses, who invested THEIR money in these businesses, should be the only people who make the decisions that impact their businesses.

Listen with your hearts to the businesses who are struggling in Nevada to keep their doors open.

Pam P.
