NO TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION!
Another SMOKER Against the UNFAIR SCHIP Tax

Smokers need not be reminded of the many social injustices already foisted upon them by means of the grossly over funded anti-tobacco lobby. It is a lobby that is fed by the tobacco “sin taxes” already harshly levied upon us, under the (legally questionable) Master Settlement Agreement.  Consumers were never afforded a seat at the MSA conference table.  Further, our cries for “civil justice” at State Assemblies have fallen on reliably deaf ears, since our “representative bodies” also profit by means of the MSA  (While they charade as beneficent “health nannies.”)  The issue is not about public health, but rather, corporate liability; a liability that has been shifted squarely back upon the consumers, under the MSA. Many say that it is well “past time” that smokers took a stand against this corporate, and governmental, welfare scam.  

The SCHIP Bill, now on the brink of passage, will add an average burden of $222.00 per year to largely middle-class earners, who buy just one pack of cigarettes a day.  But “roll your own” users will be fleeced by an unjustifiable rate increase of 2,000%. When campaigning, President Obama promised that he wouldn't raise taxes on “anybody” but now “looks forward” to signing this bill.  That seems to make it official that smokers aren’t “anybody.”  Not citizens; not persons.  Here’s a guy who “cut myself a little slack” for smoking, because running for president was “stressful” but who then cuts other indulgers none; during the worst, most stressful, economic downturn in four generations. This is as close to Taxation without Representation as we can imagine.

Smokers’ rights advocates say: “The time to act is now.  For our Congressional Leaders -  HERE’S YOUR BRITISH TEA!  Lest you not forget the symbolic significance. 
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Sincerely,

<Insert> Name

<Insert> Address

<Insert> City, Zip

